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Friday, November 15, 2013

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
recognition of World Day of Remembrance for
Road Traffic Victims.

This Sunday around the world, millions will
pause to remember those who have died or
been injured in road crashes. Every year, the
list of those injured and suffering as a result
of road crashes grows. This tragedy is in-
creased by the fact that many of these deaths
and injuries could have been prevented. This
is a growing global epidemic predominantly
impacting young people. More than 40 percent
of all road traffic deaths occur among individ-
uals under 25 years old and road crashes are
the second leading cause of death for young
people aged 5-25 years.

Promoting global road safety requires a
focus on education, advocacy and support for
targeted road safety projects in low and mid-
dle income countries where the problem is
more prevalent. That is why | have been a
long supporter of the Association for Safe
International Road Travel (ASIRT).

ASIRT encourages governments in devel-
oping nations to reduce road traffic deaths and
injuries through dialogue, research and advo-
cacy. ASIRT encourages and promotes U.S.
government involvement in road safety abroad
by emphasizing the importance of sharing
U.S. technical assistance and injury treatment
expertise with other nations and international
organizations. ASIRT also works closely with
the Congressional Global Road Safety Caucus
to raise awareness among members of Con-
gress about this urgent problem and with U.S.
embassies abroad to promote road safety ini-
tiatives in host countries.

| want to congratulate ASIRT for being se-
lected to participate in the new Bloomberg
Global Road Safety Initiative. This initiative will
devote $125 million over five years to fund
road safety interventions in 10 target countries
around the globe. ASIRT is the only non-gov-
ernmental organization among the Bloomberg
partners on this project. ASIRT will work to
strengthen NGO capacity in target countries
through grassroots programs and is currently
working on programs in Egypt, Kenya, and
Turkey with plans of expanding to other coun-
tries.

World Remembrance Day is a time for the
public to think about the devastating loss and
suffering that still occurs because of road
crashes and reminds us of how much more
we must still do to bring this suffering to an
end.

———
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Mr. GRIFFITH of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, |
submit these remarks in honor of Nancy Ellen
Voils-Field of Salem, Virginia, who went to be
with her Heavenly Father on November 8,
2013.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

Nancy met her husband, Robert Field, as a
teenager. They moved to Salem in 1972, fol-
lowing 20 years of Army life. Nancy, a devout
Latter-Day Saint, spent much of her time
working to serve her Heavenly Father and as-
sist those in need.

Those who knew her are well aware of her
long-time participation in 4-H and Extension
Homemakers, and of her involvement in
Scouting. | had the pleasure of working with
Nancy for a number of years in the Boy
Scouts of America, Blue Ridge Mountains
Council, Catawba District. Whenever a task
needed to be done, Nancy would wait to see
if anyone else would step forward. If no one
else volunteered, we could always count on
Nancy to say, “Well, | could probably do that.”
It was widely known in the community that
Nancy Field was a quiet leader who would get
the job done.

Nancy loved music, gardening, and quilting.
Over the years, | always enjoyed looking at
her many award-winning entries in the Salem
Fair.

Nancy leaves behind her husband of 62
years, Robert, and a sister, Mary Lou Voils.
Also surviving are four children David Field
and his wife Marianne of Columbus, Mis-
sissippi, Sharon Crenshaw of Roanoke, Rob-
ert (Brian/Rob) Field, of Naples, Florida,
Charles (Rich) Field and his wife Dawn, of
Salem; and four grandchildren.

My thoughts and prayers go out to Nancy’s
family and loved ones. She will be greatly
missed. Her love for her family, friends, and
community will always be remembered and
cherished in Salem.
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Mr. CASSIDY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of the Louisiana Business & Technology
Center (LBTC), located on Louisiana State
University’s South Campus in Louisiana’s
Sixth Congressional District. It is indeed a
great honor and privilege to join with the LBTC
in commemorating and celebrating 25 years of
dedicated service to the business community
in the State of Louisiana.

Over the past 25 years, the LBTC has
partnered with small businesses and entre-
preneurs to help them reach their goals of lon-
gevity and self-sufficiency. Under the leader-
ship of Executive Director Charles D’Agostino
and his team, the LBTC has created over
10,000 jobs and helped start up companies
raise $172 million in loans and equity invest-
ments. Additionally, the LBTC has been instru-
mental in providing Small Business Innovation
Research (SBIR) grant assistance to over
2,500 companies amounting to $77 million in
awards. Finally, the Center has enlisted the
support of LSU’s student body in creating a
Student Incubator which has spawned 28 full
time businesses with 97 jobs and has raised
over $3 million in capital since 2010.

Based upon the LBTC’s long record of ac-
complishment and achievement, they have ob-
tained the reputation of being known as one of
the best entrepreneurial launchpads in the
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State. On behalf of the residents of Louisi-
ana’s Sixth Congressional District, | congratu-
late the Louisiana Business and Technology
Center on the tremendous contribution it has
had in fostering and developing small busi-
nesses which are a vital component to our Na-
tion’s economy.

————
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Mr. HANNA. Mr. Speaker, one week from
today, on November 22, 2013, the Lebanese
people will come together to celebrate the
70th Independence Day of Lebanon. As a
proud Lebanese-American, | extend my con-
gratulations on this momentous occasion to
President Sleiman, Caretaker Prime Minister
Mikati, Speaker Berri, and all citizens of Leb-
anon and those around that world who proudly
claim Lebanese heritage.

For seventy years, Lebanon has exemplified
its rich history of multiethnic heritage and co-
hesion through its ability to bring together pop-
ulations that enjoy the freedom to show their
diversity in areas such as their religious prac-
tices while remaining bound together through
their love for a unified and sovereign Leba-
nese nation. The National Pact that set the
foundation for the Lebanese state in 1943 es-
tablished a framework of independence, diver-
sity, inclusion, and unity that have endured
through these last seventy years as the key-
stones of a strong and lasting sovereign na-
tion.

The Lebanese people have not only contrib-
uted to outstanding and continuing achieve-
ments within Lebanon and the Middle East,
but all around the world. Here in the United
States of America, the early Lebanese Ameri-
cans who arrived in the 19th century quickly
established strong communities built on the
foundation of strong work ethic, ingenuity, and
cultural integration. Those characteristics con-
tinue to define today’s generation of Lebanese
Americans who make up the largest demo-
graphic of Arab Americans at 26.9 percent ac-
cording to the U.S. Census Bureau’s most re-
cent American Community Survey. | am hon-
ored that many of these Lebanese-American
families have chosen to call New York—and
especially Upstate—home. | embrace all of the
positive contributions that they continue to
make every day in our society.

Today, the role that Lebanon plays within
the world and the Middle East is as important
as ever, and it is of upmost importance that it
endure as a beacon of hope and a truly inde-
pendent ally and nation free from the insta-
bility, foreign influence, and war that have en-
gulfed its Syrian neighbor. The strength of the
people of Lebanon and their leaders has been
demonstrated through their ability to remain
resilient and united even in the midst of a re-
gional crisis that has displaced 814,002 Syrian
refugees as of November 12, 2013, into more
than 1,400 Lebanese communities. It is imper-
ative that the United States continue to sup-
port Lebanon as it grapples with these difficult
times and maintains its strength through what-
ever may lie in the days and years ahead.

Given all that Lebanon has been through
these past 70 years, it is important that this
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